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Ittthe Claims- 

(a) intercepting data traffic flowing in the network, 

(b) extracting content identity fnfomnatlon and ' associated destination location 
information from the ^ate traffic flow, 

(c) generating a mapping from a content item identified by the extracted identity 
infomiatton to at least one destination focation identified by the associated 
destination location information, and 

(d) storing the mapping in a content index database which is operable to provide 
an instance mapping containing a list of destination locations in response to 
an Instance request containing a content identity. 

I. (Cun^ntly amended) A method according to claim i . wherein the step of intercepting 
dais traffic is carried out by intercepting diJa traffic flowing into a cache, and wherein 
the method further comprises advertising the content identities for which mappings 
are stored in the content Index by sending advertising messages to a predetemiined 
location in the network. 

(Currently amended) A method according to claim 2, wherein the method further 
compnses recording the time of datetraffic flows into the cache which are related to a 
particular content item and calculating the time period between a first flow of the 
content Item into the cache and a subsequent flow of the content item into the cache 
thereby to assess how long items are held in the cache before they are expired and 
deleting the mapping relating to that content item when that content item Is judged to 
have expired in the cache. 

(Currently amended) A method according to claim 1 , wherein the step of intercepting 
data traffic is carried out by intercepting data traffic flowing out of an original content 



source. 



3 



PA6E4/5 ' RCVD AT 6/1012005 10:58:20 AM [Eastern Daylight Time] ' SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/1 ' DNIS:8729315 * CSID:3127595646 ' DURATION (min-ss):01-26 



JUN. 1().,.200j JO :02AM BARNES & TH0RNBUR6 



NO. 768 P. 5 



6. 



(Onginal) A method according to claim 4. whei^.n the method further comprises 
rece.v,ng an advertising message which advertises a mapping generated elsewhere 
on the network and which is related to content items stored In the original content 
source, and augmenting the corrtent index using information contained in the 

advertising message. 

(Currently amended) A method according to claim 1 wherein the step of Intercepting 
data traffic is canrted out by intercepting content requests issued by a cache and 
Wherein the method further comprises advertising the content identities for which 
mappings are stored in the content Index by sending advertising messages to a 

predetermined location in the network. 

7. (Withdrawn) A method of retrieving content in an IP-based network comprising the 
steps of:- 



(a) intercepting a content request contalnino informatin 



BEST AVAILABLE COPY 



